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WESTON’S “SOLID FOUNDATIONS” 


Presented by The Weston Historical Society — September, 2012 
In cooperation with Heritage Toronto (updated 2019) 


Weston’s first settler was Benjamin 
Davis in 1796. He received all the 
land from the Humber River to Jane 
Street, between Coulter and 
Lawrence Avenues. In the ensuing 
years Weston has been populated 
with merchants, millers & masons; 
with civic leaders who established law 
and order. Contractors created the 
beautiful homes and doctors, lawyers 
and teachers lived in them. All have 
left their mark and helped to “build” 
Weston. 


Point of Interest: Note the repeating 
architectural details throughout 
Weston that are a trademark or 
special feature of the work of a 
specific builder or architect. 


START ON JOHN STREET BETWEEN 
THE RAILROAD TRACKS 


1. THE RAILROAD 
Beginning as a mill village focussed 
on the river, the arrival of the Grand 
Trunk Railway in 1856 with a stop in 
Weston assured future survival. 
Farmers brought their produce and 
farm animals for shipping to market; 
the Wadsworths shipped flour; the 
Coulter Foundry shipped mill parts; 
merchants took the train to Toronto 
to do their banking and salesmen 
took the train to Weston where they 
hired a horse and buggy to make the 
rounds of the countryside. Moffat 
Stoves and CCM provided good jobs 
locally in return for rail access to 
markets across the country. 


WALK EAST ON JOHN STREET TO 
THE SOUTH EAST CORNER OF 
JOHN STREET AND ROSEMOUNT 
AVENUE 


2. DR. WILLIAM J. CHARLTON 
(19 Rosemount Ave.) 
Obstetrician, Dr. William Joseph 
Charlton, moved his young family to his 
new house on Rosemount Avenue in 
1894. He had been appointed medical 
officer for a number of lodges and was 
sitting on the Boards of the Riverside 
Cemetery Committee and the King St. 
Public School. In 1897 he was elected 
Reeve, being instrumental in getting 
Weston electrified. In 1902, he 
resigned to go on the Board of 
Education where he served for 12 

years. 

On a personal note his wife died of 
influenza on March 19'", 1903. There 
were no less than five doctors 
attending her when she passed away. 
Dr. Charlton was the 1°' president of 
the Weston Horticultural Society and 
Master of the Weston Masonic Lodge. 
Most notably he was elected Weston’s 
first Mayor in 1915, remarking that it 


would have been more of an 
accomplishment if someone had 
actually run against him. He resigned 
his post after WWI. He was also 
Coroner for the County of York for 40 
years. 

Dr. Charlton attended Central United 
Church and was the recording 
steward for 37 years, although it was 
not unusual for him to be conveniently 
called out of Sunday service due to an 
expectant mother needing to enter her 
time of confinement. 


Point of Interest: Junction architect 
J. A. Ellis designed Dr. Charlton’s 
house, with Edwin Shuttleworth acting 
as the contractor. 


CROSS TO EAST SIDE OF 
ROSEMOUNT AVENUE. WALK 
NORTH TO SOUTH EAST CORNER 
OF QUEENS DRIVE 


Point of interest: The five small 
houses on the west side of 
Rosemount Avenue were part of the 
station lands and where the railway 
station sat. 


3. WILLIAM CHARLES BURRAGE 
(106 Rosemount Ave.) 
Contractor & builder, William Charles 
Burrage was living in Weston by 1901, 
with his brother and grandmother, on 
King Street. The next decade was a 
busy one for William. He married, had 
two daughters, lost his wife and 

moved to 106 Rosemount Ave. In 


we have no knowledge of where 
Alonzo might be living. We only 

know that in partnership with others, 
he had an interest in a large number 
of lots on Queen’s Drive and John 
Street. 


The home at 125 Rosemount Avenue 
is the finest example of Alonzo 
Wheelers work and has been 
featured in “Old Toronto Homes”. 

Built circa 1894, the mansard roof is 
slightly bellcast. Note the curved lintel 
dormers, frieze finials, heavily 
ornamented window hoods, corbel 
chimney, working shutters and 
fretwork of the front porch. The south 
side verandah has _ wonderful 
decorative detailing. The fencing in 
the above picture is in the original 
style shown. 
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WESTON HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


The Weston Historical Society has 
promoted a respect for community 
roots and heritage structures. In 
addition to our regular meetings, we 
conduct historical walks, cemetery 
tours, house tours, give topical 
presentations, and maintain a display 
in the library. 


We have published a Pictorial of 
Weston, Memories of Weston — a 
collection of stories by local 
residents, and republished a 
commemorative souvenir book of the 
high school (1857-1907). 


We have five membership meetings 
each year: they are held on the first 
Wednesday in February, April, June, 
October and December. 


Visit our office in “Eagle Manor” at 
the NE corner of Weston Road and 
Lawrence Avenue: 
1901 Weston Road, Unit F 
Weston, Ontario M9N 3P1 
(416-241-7618 416-241-5801) 
westonhistoricalsociety@rogers.com 


His family had a prior connection to 
Weston. His grandfather, James Farr 
had operated the mill near St. Phillips 
bridge 1819 — 1828 and it is thought 
gave Weston its name after his home 
in Weston, Hertfordshire. A business 
man, J.T. Farr saw the automobile as 
the way of the future and in 1918 
began selling the Grey 

Dort, Chevrolet and General Motors 
cars. J.T. Farr and Sons was very, very 
successful. In later years he left selling 
cars to his sons while he indulged in 
his hobby of “trotting horses”. 
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STOP AT THE CORNER OF KING 
STREET AND ROSEMOUNT AVENUE 


17. WILLIAM TYRRELL 
(64 King St.) 

William Tyrrell came to Canada as a 21 
year old Irish entrepreneur. His career 
as a_builder/contractor began with 
contracting to build the first Old Mill 
(1837) and from that start he went on 
to build mills, homes, taverns, 
municipal buildings, stores and schools 
from Lambton Mills to Pine Grove. 
Weston was his base of operations. He 
was instrumental in seeing the 
railroads came through Weston. He 


obtained the County School grant to 
assist in building the Grammar 
School. He was Weston’s first Reeve 
and a Justice of the Peace. His home 
has been designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 


CROSS KING STREET AND WALK TO 
THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE ON THE 
CORNER 


18. ALONZO WHEELER 

(65 King St & 125 Rosemount Ave.) 
The Assessment Rolls for 1883, the 
first after Weston was incorporated 
as a village read: Wheeler, Alonzo B., 
Freeholder, Age 45, Builder, corner 
King and North Station Streets, 1 
acre, $2,000.00, 3 occupants, Presby, 
1 dog. And that is all we know today 
about a builder whose distinctive 2™ 
Empire style is so identifiable. 
The house on that acre of land was 
the house we called the Farr house. 
J.T. Farr was the owner by 1902, so 


W. C. Burrag el 


BUILDER & Biehl | 
106 Rosemount Ave., Weston | i 
Phone 106 


l 
n aada H 
attended to 
l 
Concrete Foundations, Cellat 
Floors and Sidewalks lad 


| General Alterations and Boxe 


MILTON PRESSED BRICK 
CO., Limited 

vnufacturers of Pressed and 

Rue Brick, in the different 

"shades of Red, Buff and Brown, 

W. C. BURRAGE, Agent 

' Phone 106 -108 Rosensount Ave. 

WESTON, ONT, * 


I 


August of 1911 William married Ada 
Louise Rowntree. The newlyweds 
lived on Joseph Street, moving back 
to Rosemount Ave. in November of 
1919, where he lived until his death in 
1945. He was a past master of 
Humber Lodge and served for ten 
years as secretary of the Weston 
Masonic Temple Board. A parishioner 
at St. John’s Anglican Church, Mr. 
Burrage was also a keen bowler and 
belonged to the Weston Lawn and 
Bowling Club. William was appointed 
Building Inspector for Weston in 1935. 
For many years he was an active 
builder and contractor, retiring only 
because of ill health. 


Point of Interest: Note architectural 
style of house on the south east 
corner. Known as Second Empire, 
you will see it repeated throughout 
Weston. Also note the old fashioned 
street sign on the corner of the house. 


WALK EAST ON QUEENS DRIVE, 
STOPPING AT HOUSES NOTED IN 
BROCHURE 


Your Vote and Influence for the Election of 


DOUGLAS 


$; Webster 


As Councillor for 1923 is Requested, 


Making the Town's Interests My Interest js My Objective. 


A Weston Man for the Weston Council 
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4. DOUGLAS WEBSTER 
(12 Queens Drive) 

Judge Douglas Webster was born in 
Toronto but lived most of his life in 
Weston where he received his 
primary and secondary education. 
He married Gertrude Bell, another 
Westonite and became a judge of 
the Juvenile & Family Court of Metro 
Toronto & York County. Beginning is 
municipal career in 1923 he served 
on the Weston Council until his 
appointment as probation officer in 
1932. He became Deputy Reeve in 
1926, and Reeve in 1931. When 
running for office Judge Webster 
“declared himself as one that views 
the need for industrial expansion in 
the Town’. He was “to be 
commended for his excellent work as 
one of the Town’s representatives on 
the York County Council where his 
manner of conducting business... 
always brought commendation to 
himself and Weston”. 


5. JOHN J. DALTON 
(26 Queens Drive) 

John Joseph Dalton was born in 1855 
and received part of his education at 
Trinity College School in Weston, then 
went on to obtain his professional 
degree in Ottawa. He was a Dominion 
Topographical Surveyor and lived in 
Weston for thirty years. Mr. Dalton 
started his career doing government 
surveys but then confined himself to 
Weston and the surrounding area. He 
was a member of the Anglican Church 
and on the Board of the Weston Public 
Library. He died in February 1935. 


6. JAMES G. GOVE 
(58 Queens Drive) 
James Gilbert Gove did not live in this 
house, but his daughter did. She felt 
the wooden porch was rather ordinary 
and asked her father to build the one 
you see today. James Gove was a 
master stone mason who created a 


number of the stone walls around 
Weston, our cenotaph in the Town 
Park and Dr. Howard Charlton’s 
house on Weston Road & King Street 
Crescent. 

He was born in England but came to 
Canada in 1924. His wife and four 
children followed a year later. He was 
a dedicated and creative man that 
also became active in the community, 
joining the Royal Canadian Legion 
and Sons of England Fraternal and 


Benefit Society. James Gove spent 


almost forty years in Weston creating 
a great many of our beautiful 


riverstone walls and other 


architectural gems. 


Humber riverstone wall 


PROCEED EAST PAST THE 
INTERSECTION OF QUEENS DRIVE 
AND PINE STREET TO THE NEXT 
HOUSE NOTED ON THE BROCHURE 


Point of Interest: Dr. Howard D. 
Livingstone, the famous missionary 
Dr. David Livingstone’s great nephew, 
lived at 68 Queens Drive. 


character and bright disposition, also 
keen alert attention to all business 
details in connection with his official 
duties of the Town and other interests, 
none of his friends outside of his 
immediate family circle knew of his ill 
health until his removal to hospital”. 
All of the Town Council plus others 
from York, Etobicoke, Woodbridge 
and the surrounding area attended his 
funeral. 


15. Robert J. Bull 


(74 King St.) 
Robert James Bull was born on a farm 
in Downsview September 17, 1858. 
He attended Weston Grammar School, 
coming in by horse each day. After 
finishing school he joined some of his 
brothers in Yorkton Saskatchewan 
planning to homestead. He was there 
during the Riel Rebellion and worked 
for the army driving wagon loads of 
supplies from the railhead. 


Unfortunately, he broke his hip in a 
sporting accident, it healed badly 
leaving him with a shortened leg 
requiring an orthopedic boot and 
ended his future as a farmer. 
Returning home, he sold Massey 
Harris farm equipment and married 
Nell Lees. In 1900 they moved to 
Weston and lived first in the north half 
of the house occupied by today's 
Squibbs and then in 1902, their home 
on King Street. King Street was a dirt 
road with wooden sidewalks lined with 
deep ditches. They had 8 children. 

In 1900 he joined William Keys in a 
hardware business in Weston. He 
also became a co-owner of the 
Reliable Bedstead Factory with 
George Packham, which was 
destroyed by fire January 1921. 

Bob Bull was a member of the School 
Board from 1904-1907 and elected 
Reeve of the Village of Weston from 
1908-1913. In 1916 he was 
appointed to the York County Road 
Commission. He died in his home in 
Weston on December 18, 1927. 


16. J. T. FARR 
(65 King St.) 

Jonathan Tabor Farr, commonly 
known as Toat Farr or more formally 
as J. T. Farr was born in Jarvis, 
Ontario, October 3, 1862 and moved 
with his parents at age 6 to a farm in 
Thistletown. He brought his family 
to Weston in 1900 and worked for 
the Massey Harris Company. In 
1902, J. T. Farr, 7 persons and a dog 
are living at 65 King Street. 


Edward joined his father in the lumber 
business, eventually becoming a 
carpenter. He married Nellie E. 
Mowbray in 1888. His daughter Reva 
Eleanor Lucille Mary May was born in 
1891 with his son Ralf following in 
1893. Edward joined lawn bowling 
when the club was formed in 1895. By 
1902 it enjoyed a boom in membership 
with Mr. May as President and Skip. 
He was on Weston Council and the 
School Board throughout the years. 
Sadly, misfortune struck the family 
when Ralf drowned when he was only 
15 years old. Edward’s father 
succumbed to old age six years later. 
One might understand why Edward 
died in 1918 at the age of 51 of 
sclerosis of the liver and kidney. 
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14. James H. Taylor 
(78 King St.) 

James Henry Taylor was “one of the 
most prominent and respected citizens 
of the town” proving you don’t have to 
be a lifelong resident to leave your 
mark. He was 44 years of age when 
he came to Weston having been born 
in Etobicoke and making his living as a 
farmer. His first wife, Christina, died of 
tuberculosis in 1892 after giving Henry 


three children; Thomas, Ethel and 
Percival. Henry remarried Louisa 
Elizabeth Cameron, a widow herself, 
on Dec. 4, 1895 and they had one 
son, Arthur. Henry and Louisa moved 
to Weston around 1898 and he was 
appointed Town Clerk in 1901 and 
stayed in that capacity until he died. 


The office of town clerk is not an easy 
one. One had to deal with all kinds of 
people, problems and responsibilities. 
One of the duties was to register all of 
the births, deaths and marriages that 
happened in the area. In the 
mistaken belief that the clerk had to 
see the baby to register it, mothers 
could be seen bringing their newborns 
to the Taylor house for registration. 
Personal tragedy did not stop Henry 
from doing his duty either. When their 
young son Arty died during a home 
operation to remove his tonsils Henry 
carried on. Even near the end, “he 
had not been in good health for some 
months, but owing to his genial 


7. RAYMOND COLLINGE 

(80 & 96 Queens Drive) 
In 1920 Raymond Collinge, architect, 
bought part of Lot 148 & all of Lot 147 
on Queens Drive. He designed the 
original version of this house and 
possibly the one at 80 Queens Drive. 
He and his wife Marie Pollock Meaden 
lived here for 28 years and then retired 
to Toronto in 1948. Mr. Collinge 
designed the Surgical Building of the 
Toronto Hospital for Consumptives. It 
was the first building in Canada to be 
erected for the surgical treatment of 
tuberculosis. It boasted the truly 
unique feature of a modern two storey 
operating theatre. Another project was 
St. Philip’s Hall where the plan chosen 
was revised from drawings that 
Raymond did. 


Toronto Hospital for Consumptives 


RETURN (WEST) ON QUEENS DRIVE 
TO THE CORNER OF ELM STREET. 
TURN NORTH ON ELM STREET. 
WALK NORTH TO THE CORNER OF 
KING AND ELM STREETS. CROSS TO 
THE PARK. 


8. ELM PARK 


(corner of King and Elm) 
Weston has many underground 
streams. This was good as a water 
supply for homeowners. It added 
difficulties for homes in low lying 
areas such as Elm Park. 


Originally, there was a stream flowing 
through a culvert under Church Street, 
diagonally across today's Elm Park to 
the corner of King and Elm Streets, 
with sufficient water flow to operate 
the May family saw mill. Over the 
years the stream dwindled to a broad 
ditch with running water between 
Church and King Streets. For many 
years a flourishing willow tree on the 
corner of Church and Cypress Street 
was evidence of this underground 
water. 


By 1948 the ditch had been filled in 
and the park became a playground. 
Today Elm Park is a Weston oasis 
enjoyed by all ages. 


PROCEED WEST ON KING STREET 
TO EACH HOUSE DESCRIBED IN 
THE BROCHURE 
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9. AGNES SOSNOWSKY 
(103 King Street) 

In 1857 Marinus and Mary Ann 
Sosnowsky came to Canada. By 1887 
they had settled in Weston on the 
corner of King and Elm Streets. Agnes 
Sosnowsky was the 5™ daughter of 
seven girls — there were ten children in 
all. Her father took an active role in 
educational matters and saw to it that 
all his children, including the girls were 
educated. This would serve Agnes 
well in her years as the Town’s 
librarian. Raised as a staunch Catholic 
she was active in St. John’s Church. 
Her sister Florence was a librarian 
before her but it was Agnes that was 
the first librarian in the Town’s new 
Carnegie Library. From 1914 to 1916 
Agnes was paid the princely sum of 
$50 per month. At “a special meeting 
of the Library Board she was made the 
presentation of a handsome travelling 
manicure, set in leather, case...as an 
expression of...appreciation and our 
good wishes...of her faithful endeavor 
to fulfill all the duties of librarian.” 


10. WESTON HIGH SCHOOL 
(Approx. 97, 99 & 101 King) 

The building of the Weston County 
Grammar School established the little 
community of Weston in the field of 
higher education in the County of 
York. Until this school was built, there 
were only two other Secondary 
Schools in the County, Richmond Hill 
and Newmarket. Wiliam Tyrrell 
donated the land and drew the plans 
and the building was ready in 1858. 
The Master's residence was attached 
to the school. Students from the 
surrounding farms came by horse, or, 
in the winter, found boarding with a 
local family. The first school burnt 
down in 1875 but was rebuilt and 
open the next year. 
By 1910, the premises on King Street 
were not adequate for the increase in 
population and Ned Eagle’s 
strawberry patch on William Street 
was purchased as the site for the new 
High School. In 1913 with a new 
location, a new building and new 
principal, Weston High School began 
classes on William Street and the old 
building was boarded up. In 1920 it 
was demolished. 


11. ALEXANDER PEARSON 
(Approx. 83 King St.) 
Principal of Weston High School from 
1914 to 1936, Alexander Pearson was 
nicknamed “The Boss”. When he was 
first appointed principal, the school 
had six classrooms, an office, a 
laboratory, a gymnasium on the 3" 
floor, 95 pupils and three assistants. 
When he retired in 1936, Weston 
Collegiate and Vocational School was 
the only composite school in York 
County, with twenty-eight classrooms, 
five shops, a library, a large first floor 
gymnasium and a cafeteria in the 
basement. Boss Pearson believed 
that teaching the pupil to use English 
effectively and to learn 
resourcefulness should be the aim of 
all educators. His special field was 
science but he also loved history and 
geography. He had a wry sense of 
humour. In the community, he was 
active in the affairs of Central United 
Church. His daughter Dorothy 
became a missionary in India where 
she taught Food Sciences and 

Nutrition as a University professor 


12. HECTOR HART 
(Former 81 King St.) 

“Hec” Hart was a veteran 
stonemason and builder in Weston 
for forty eight years. He was born in 
Simcoe County in 1864 of Scottish 
descent. In 1894 he packed up his 
wife Mary Jane and their three 
children and came to Weston. He 
was a member of the Canadian 
Order of Foresters and St. John’s 
Anglican Church who enjoyed his 
annual hunt to the North country very 
much. Hector Hart’s work predates 
that of Gove’s by about thirty years 
so it can be assumed he was 
responsible for at least some of the 
older foundations and stonework in 
the village. He worked well into his 
70’s, passing on in 1942. 


13. Edward J. May 
(Former 79 & 77 King St.) 
Edwin May, was born in 1861 in 
Simcoe County. His father relocated 
the family to Weston shortly after 
Edward’s 10" birthday to start a 
sawmill business on the corner of 

King and Elm Streets. 


W. May & Son, Saw and Planing Mills 


